Sir Herbert Tree (who years afterwards acknowledged Godwin as his master)
appeared as Paris, suggests that it was quite as remarkable for its beauty as
for its accuracy. Godwin died in the autumn of the same year at the age of 53.
Ellen Terry is reticent about the character and personality of the man who,
seven years after their first meeting at Bristol, was to bring about the great
change in her life, which alienated her from her family, and interrupted her
career as an actress for the second time. The reticence is natural. We may
respect it, and yet wish ardently that Ellen Terry's genius for flashing down
vivid impressions of people had been exercised on Edward Godwin. His con-
temporaries who wrote about him after his premature death are more eloquent
about what he did than about what he was. There are a few faint indications
in these obituary notices. "He was learned without having a particle of the
Dryasdust about him.** "He assumed an air of superiority at times, but he
found many who willingly recognised his right to it." "He was a friend of
Whistler's, of Sandys's and of Swinburne's, and had a singular fascination for
those whom he cared to please." "On a foreign tour he was a delightful'com-
panion." "His pale ascetic face, rather resembling that of Cardinal Manning."
"A picturesque figure." Those scraps help us to visualise Godwin in 1886.
But we should like to see him as he was in 1863, to have a picture of the
successful young architect, with his penetrating brown eyes set wide apart,
teaching fair-haired little Nelly Terry how to "wring" a dress, discoursing
the while, perhaps, on his theories of beauty on the stage. There is an inter-
esting piece of evidence that Godwin had tried to interest little Nelly's first
manager Charles Kean in these theories, in a letter to him from Kean, which
Ellen Terry preserved. The letter had another interest for her. Godwin had
seen her as a child in the part of Puck.
10 March 1858.
MY DEAR MR GODWIN:
Many thanks for your kind offer. I shall stick pretty nearly to Macbeth
with some slight alterations of the old scenery... but I am sure Mr Grieve
will be always glad to see you, and I shall always be glad to hear you have
been seen. I send you a ticket for "The Corsicans" * and another for the last
night of "The Midsummer" 2 and the Pantomime. Sincerely yours,
C. KEAN
It is not clear whether by the "mistress** of Godwin's beautiful house in
Portland Square, Bristol, Ellen Terry means Godwin's first wife (Sara Young)
or the sister who kept house for him after the wife's death. As she died within
a few months of the marriage (to the strains of a Prelude by Bach which her
husband played on the organ to her at her request) it seems more probable
that Ellen Terry is referring to Miss Godwin.
8. The Marriage to Mr Watts, "We have to announce the marriage of Miss
Ellen Alice Terry, the pleasing young actress who was lately a member of the
Haymarket Company. The ceremony was performed on Saturday, the 20th
1MThe Corsican Brothers."
2'*A Midsummer Night's Dream."
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